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to come with us, and they will say nothing more to
thee.” The father took time to think it over. Hav-
ing told us of this rivalry among the villages, each
desiring to have our Fathers, I said to him that it
seemed to me they ought to imitate St. Peter and St.
Paul, who went forth to attack idolatry in the prin-
cipal city of the world, and in like manner the most
renowned Village of the Hurons ought to be their
dwelling place; for, if that one came under the yoke
of the law of God, all the others [186] would easily
submit to it. So he decided to remain at la Rochelle,
this place being one of the largest and the most popu-
lous of this tribe; and besides, it is there that all the
Councils of this country are held for final action.
The trouble was that he dared not declare his wish,
for fear of offending the other Villages. He made
up his mind to ask sieur de Champlain to notify all
the Captains that it was his wish that all the French
should go and live at la Rochelle, which he did.
These Captains asked why all of the other villages
should be deprived of this blessing, saying that, as
six Frenchmen were going, they ought to be lodged
in six villages or towns. ‘‘No,” said sieur de Cham-
plain, “‘I desire that they should all live together, for
two reasons” (notice that reasons must be given to
these people to pacify [187] them): ‘“I send,” said
he, ‘“ two little boys and a young man with the Fa-
thers. If they are separated, they will perhaps quar-
rel with your people, for they will have no one to
govern them; besides, if our Frenchmen are sepa-
rated, they will go where they please, and, if some of
the other Frenchmen or your people wish to talk to
one of them, they will not know where to find them.
But, if they all live together, those who remain at



